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manage and too ready to sacrifice the common good
to their private aggrandisement, but still the party
had a head, and that head was Henry of Navarre.

His activity was prodigious.    Not only did he ap-
pear to see everything and to do everything himself,
but if there was any quarter from which assistance
might be hoped, any friend whose zeal needed en-
couragement, any opponent whose  hostility might
be disarmed, there never was wanting some weighty
despatch from the pen of Mornay, some shorter but
pregnant letter written by the King himself, or one
of those spirited  notes, which, says a great critic,
seem written when his foot was already in the stir-
rup,   which breathe the fresh vigour of the morn-
ing  and recall in their stirring brevity the note of
horn or trumpet rousing huntsman or soldier.

What Gascon squire, ever ready for \var and adven-
ture, but must have felt his heart beat quicker on
receiving such a  summons as this: " Put wings to
your best horse.    I have told Montespan to break the
wind of his.    Why?   That I will tell you at Nerac.
Hasten, speed, fly.    This is the command of your
master  and  the prayer of your friend"; or this:
"You   will  doubtless not have failed to sell your
woods  and they will have produced some thousand
pistoles.    If so, be sure to bring me all you can, for
I never in my life was in such need; and I do not
know"   "when, or whence, or if ever I shall be able
to repay you.    But   I can promise you abundant
honoiar and glory, and gentlemen like you and me
do not live on money."
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